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UM STUDENTS FROM HELENA PUT ACADEMICS TO WORK 
MISSOULA -
Two University of Montana students from Helena put academics to work in 
summer-semester internships offered through UM’s Center for Work-Based Learning.
Rachel Helvik, a business administration graduate student, worked for the 
Montana Board of Housing in Helena, where she designed a quality control system for the 
organization’s files and processed loans for low-income families. Helvik completed her 
home-school education in 1997. Her parents are Karl and Christine Helvik of Helena.
Erica Larum, a senior majoring in international business and Spanish, worked at 
the Department of Commerce Office of Trade and International Relations in Helena. She 
assisted with the translator-interpreter database for the department. Larum also helped 
with the 2001 Governor’s Student Exchange Program with Montana’s sister-state, 
Kumamoto, Japan. She graduated from Helena High School in 1997. Her parents are 
Chris Casey and Michael Larum of Helena.
UM’s Center for Work-Based Learning’s internship program provides 
opportunities for undergraduate and graduate students to integrate academic theories and 
principles with practical job experience related to their chosen fields. The program serves 
about 1,800 students each year, placing 400 to 500 of them as interns throughout 
Montana, the United States and overseas in more than 35 fields of employment. For more 
information, visit the center’s Web site at www.umt.edu/intemships/.
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